
Contributions to the biology and conservation of

Splitfins (Goodeidae)

Many Splitfin species (Goodeidae), which are endemic 
to the Mexican highlands, are threatened with extinc-
tion, because the land and water consumption of the 
humans destroy their habitats. Some representatives 
are very colourful and therefore eye catchers in every 
aquarium, and some are rather inconspicuous. All of 
them, however, are fascinating because of their exci-
ting brood care and worthy of preservation.

In this book, internationally renowned experts from 
science and fishkeeping have compiled their profound 
knowledge about Goodeids. The book covers a wide 
range of topics such as systematics, morphology, 
distribution, behaviour, reproduction, endangerment 
and conservation, keeping and breeding in aquariums, 
ponds and zoos. Finally, some authors deal with the 
conservation of Goodeid species and populations in the 
wild as well as in the aquariums of conservationists in 
Europe and North America.

The book is therefore an up-to-date survey of the bio-
logy of Goodeids and an urgently needed contribution 
to their preservation.

Language: German with English summaries of each 
chapter and bilingual (German/English) captions.

Michael Kempkes is a member of the Goodeid Working 
Group, the Ichthyological Society, Poecilia Nederland and the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Lebendgebärende Zahnkarpfen. He 
is also actively engaged in the Naturschutzbund Deutschland 
(NABU; „Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union“).

Mag. Michael Köck is curator inter alia for fresh water aqua-
riums in the Haus des Meeres („house of the sea“) in Vienna. 
In 2009 he founded the Goodeid Working Group, which aims 
to unite zoos, universities and hobbyists in their effort to pre-
serve endangered Goodeid species.

Rainer Stawikowski was still a schoolboy when his enthu-
siasm for fishkeeping aroused, especially for cichlids, about 
which he has (co-)written several books. He is editor since 
1983 and editor-in-chief since 1988 of the DATZ („The aqua-
rium and terrarium journal“).

... With contributions from many other internationally 
renowned experts from science and fishkeeping.
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►► Splitfins (Goodeidae) are endemic to the 
Mexican highlands and extremely fascina-
ting, but highly endangered freshwater fish.

►► The book is an up-to-date survey of the 
biology of Goodeids and an urgently needed 
contribution to their preservation.

►► An outstanding book, not only recommen-
ded for fishkeepers and biologists, but for 
all nature lovers who care for the conserva-
tion of biodiversity on our planet.
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